TOWN OF MADISON - PUBLIC NOTICE

The Inhabitants of the Town of Madison are hereby notified of a public meeting,

 The time, place and purpose of which are as follows:

MINUTES
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

OLD POINT AVENUE FACILITY, 108 OLD POINT AVENUE, MADISON
Monday, August 27, 2012
6:30 p.m.

A. Salute to the flag.  Done.
B. Roll Call.  Present were Albert Veneziano, Jack Ducharme, George Elias, Bruce Bristow and Paul Fortin.
C. Consent Agenda.

1. Warrants dated:  F/Y 2011/2012:  #92 (07/19/12), #93 (07/25/12), #94 (08/14/12); F/Y 2012-2013: #5 (07/24/12), #6 (07/25/12), #7 (07/26/12), #8 (07/31/12), #9 (08/06/12), #10 (08/13/12), #11 (08/13/12). Selectman Elias made a motion to approve the warrants.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Motion carried.
D. Discuss acceptance of meeting minutes of July 23, 2012.  Selectman Elias made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of July 23, 2012.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Under items of communication – corrected to reflect that this was jake brake signs.  Motion carried as amended.  
E. Old business (Selectmen’s Concerns from immediately preceding meeting).  Selectman Elias had none.  Selectman Fortin inquired about the minutes being in abbreviated form with no notation to the full minutes being recorded and/or available.  Town Manager Berry stated that all that’s required in the minutes are any actions taken by the Board. Selectmen Bristow, Ducharme and Veneziano had no concerns.
F. Items of Communication.  
1. The Town met with representatives from DOT out at the corner of Blackwell Hill and Route 148, looking to improve the line of site.  DOT will shave off some of the berm.  They also talked about some kind of sign that would flash when someone approached.  

2. Town Manager Berry attended the hearing on the appeal of Summit Natural Gas to the State’s RFP decision.  A decision should be made by mid-September.  
3. The Town has closed the revolving loan for Kniffin’s; loan amount is $16,000.
4. Town Manager attended Freedom of Access training last week.

5. Town Manager met with County Commissioners on changing the once annually county tax due date to semi-annual or quarterly payments.  The commissioners appointed Dana Berry to head up a committee to study multiple due dates and report back to them by September 19, 2012.  

6. Town Manager met with Jim Lord of Dirigo Engineering.  He’s developing a site plan for alternative parking at old Jr. High, run-off, lighting, and bid specs.  Proposals are expected by the next meeting.

7. Herbicide spraying – MEW has a master license through Calvin Ames.  And we can get applicators license under Cal Smith’s license.

8. Trimming at the Junior High fence has improved.

9. Town Manager attended the Maine Town and City Managers classes for a couple days last week.

10. Tentative schedule of Selectmen’s meetings was distributed to Board members for their consideration.  Four of those meetings are proposed to be held at the East Madison Fire Station.       

G. New Business.

1. Discuss Hidden Acres Subdivision with Tim Ames.  Town Manager Berry did some research regarding whether it was a subdivision.  The original application of Stanley and Timothy Ames signed April 15 1987 was on an application form for subdivision approval and stated that the name of the subdivision was Hidden Acres Mobile Home Park.  March 26 correspondence from Rick Michaud and Becky Seal, staff attorney at MMA was read which addressed road requirements.  In summary, his research concluded that Hidden Acres is a subdivision, Mr. Ames was advised of road requirements on April 22, 1987, Subdivision regulations were last revised on June 9, 2003, and roads must comply with current Subdivision regulations unless granted a variance by the Board of Selectmen.  Town Manager recommended that the conditions to subdivision plan for Hidden Acres Mobile Home Park that was originally discussed on April 5th and recently revised be adopted and recorded at the Registry of Deeds.  Mr. Ames asked if the Town would take the road over if he built it up to Town standards.  Mr. Ames may request the Board of Selectmen to approve it as a Town road.  Selectman Fortin made a motion to follow the Town Manager’s recommendation as written.  Selectman Elias seconded.  Selectmen Elias asked if the Town would be required to accept the road if it were built to Town standards.  Answer could not be found in the current Subdivision ordinance.  Motion carried, three in favor, two abstained – Selectman Elias and Veneziano. 
2. Discuss COPS Hiring Grant.  This person would be considered as a patrol officer and would not be able to perform special assignments as was desired.  This grant gives us a total of $125,000 for first three years.  Selectman Fortin asked if Board could override Town Meeting’s vote.  Scheduling is up for negotiations.  We would have to accept this grant by October 15th.  Selectman Elias made a motion to table this item until the next meeting.  Selectman Fortin seconded.  Item was tabled.  
3. Development plan for Old Jr. High School property.  Item was passed over.
4. Discuss CMP request for transmitter at water tower.  CMP has requested to be able to put a transmitter for smart meters on our tower.  Fire Chief has no concerns.  The standard contract is $250/month.  Selectman Fortin made a motion to grant permission for CMP’s request for transmitter at the water tower.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Motion carried three in favor, two opposed, Selectman Elias and Selectman Bristow.  
5. Review abatement request of Peter Clarke for erroneous tax for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  There was a mistake in the valuation of Peter Clarke’s property so we need to abate $329.60.  Selectman Elias made a motion to approve.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Motion carried.
6. Discuss repairs to Channel 11 office, carpet and ceiling tile.  Mold issues at Channel 11 offices - Advance One found more mold than original anticipated.  The cost came in at $1,900.  Insurance reimbursement was $1,100.  Town Manager asked the Board to approve funding for additional repairs, funds to come from franchise fees account which has a balance of $35,000.  Town Manager does not have an estimated amount for additional repairs.  Selectman Elias made a motion to take repairs from franchise fee line.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Motion carried.   
7. Discuss tax acquired property.  The first two parcels are mobile homes which are now gone – moved without authorization.  We will have to find out how to remove the taxes owed on them.  The next property is Guarentee’s, which includes house, garage and 5 acres on 201.    Town Manager recommends we collect for water and sewer as well.  Selectman Fortin suggested Town Manager get a realtor to do an appraisal on the Guarentee property.  There are two run down properties on Pine Street.  Some properties are vacant, others are occupied.  Selectman Fortin inquired about tearing down these buildings on Pine Street.  Selectman Elias suggested trying the auction first.   Selectman Bristow made a motion to go to auction on all of them.  Selectman Elias seconded.  Minimum bid set by the Town Manager at his descretion.  Motion carried, three in favor, one opposed – Selectman Fortin, one abstained – Selectman Veneziano.  Town Manager to sell by public auction.  
8. Executive Session to discuss Labor negotiations for Public Works and Police Departments pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (D).  Selectman Elias made a motion to go into executive session.  Selectman Fortin seconded.  Motion carried.  The Board went into executive session at 8:11 p.m.  The Board came out of executive session at 9:26 p.m.
H. Selectmen’s Concerns.  Selectman Elias had no concerns.  Selectman Fortin had no concerns.  Selectman Bristow had a couple things:  1) what’s the expense for training in the Police Department?  It is for overnight accommodations for two days of training; 2) our ordinance for Property Maintenance is 60 or 90 day notice period?  Town Manager said Ward property has been given a 30 day notice and concerning the MV Block, we have filed a complaint.  Selectmen Bristow has been seeing more residential properties whose property is grown up.  Town Manager will give Selectman Bristow a list of properties we are working on.  Selectman Ducharme asked where we stand on the sidewalk grant?  Town Manager said we reapplied August 3rd.  There won’t be anything done this year.  Next year they will award money for engineering and 2014 grants will be awarded for construction.  Budgeting for sidewalk repairs was discussed.  Selectman Veneziano wanted to thank Kathy and Rhonda for their work on Anson Madison Days.
I. Kennebec Valley Council of Governments needs to appoint a municipal officer to serve.  Selectman Elias made a motion to appoint Albert Veneziano and Dana Berry as representatives of KVCOG.  Selectman Fortin seconded.  Motion carried.

J. Adjournment.  Selectman Elias made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.
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