TOWN OF MADISON - PUBLIC NOTICE

The Inhabitants of the Town of Madison are hereby notified of a public meeting,

 The time, place and purpose of which are as follows:

MINUTES
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

OLD POINT AVENUE FACILITY, 108 OLD POINT AVENUE, MADISON
Monday, September 10, 2012
6:30 p.m.

A. Salute to the flag.  Done.
B. Roll Call.  Present were Albert Veneziano, Bruce Bristow, George Elias, Jack Ducharme and Paul Fortin.
C. Consent Agenda.

1. Warrants dated:  #12 (08/21/12), #13 (08/24/12), #14 (08/27/12), #15 (08/27/12), and #16 (09/04/12).  Selectman Elias made a motion to accept.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Motion carried. 
2. Discuss application of American Legion Post 39 Tardiff-Belanger for a License to Operate a Game of Chance (Sealed Tickets).  Selectman Bristow made a motion to grant.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Motion carried.
D. Discuss acceptance of meeting minutes of August 27, 2012.  Selectman Bristow made a motion to accept.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Selectman Veneziano clarified that he did not abstain from voting on items G. #1 and #7. Selectman Bristow changed item #6 – amount should be $16,333.05.  Motion carried.
E. Old business (Selectmen’s Concerns from immediately preceding meeting).  Selectman Elias had none.  Selectman Fortin stated that a few meetings back he asked about the possibility adding citizen’s concerns to the agenda so that the public could speak.  The Board agreed to put it on the next agenda.  Selectmen Bristow, Ducharme and Veneziano had no concerns from previous meeting.
F. Items of Communication.

1. The Code Enforcement Officer contacted 8 to 10 locations regarding property maintenance.  

2. Accepting a road, the ordinance says that the Board of Selectmen may accept a private road built to town standards.
3. The Sanitary District has invited the Board to a meeting on Wednesday, September 26 at 6:00 p.m.

4. The Household Hazardous Waste program will be held on October 6th in Skowhegan at the Recycling Center.  There will be a mailing going out to residents.

5. Maine Municipal Association Convention is October 3rd and 4th.  

6. The Board has to authorize voting delegates at MMA Convention.  Town Manager suggested that the Chairman be the primary and the Town Manager be the backup.  Selectman Elias made a motion to authorize Chairman Veneziano as the primary voting delegate and Town Manager Berry as a secondary delegate.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Motion carried.  

7. The group formed to discuss an alternate method to the annual county tax payment system will be meeting on Thursday afternoon.  
8. Considerable concern with the new turning lane on Route 201, the raised median strip and the narrow lanes with the curbing will make it difficult to plow and will create a hazardous situation to road conditions due to design.  Because it is 80% funded by Federal Government, Town Manager said there’s a couple ways to fix this.  They hope to have this done by winter season.
9. Town Manager is working with the Somerset Woods Trustees who has a piece of property on the River Road with river access.  He’s working with them to see if they can get some kind of portage so that people can take their boats out of the Kennebec river.

G. New Business.

1. Discussion of Comprehensive Plan with representative from State of Maine.  A representative from the State Planning Office will look at our previous plan, the one that the State turned down, to give us an idea on what we might need to do to change some things.  A representative from KVCOG, Joel Greenwood, discussed changes going on with the State, i.e., the State Planning Office has been eliminated; therefore the land use planning program moved to the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Conservation.  There is no requirement for a community to have a comprehensive plan.  If you want a zoning ordinance, you have to have a comprehensive plan and that zoning ordinance has to match the comprehensive plan, and the comprehensive plan has to meet the criteria of the Growth Management Act.  Town Manager Berry commented that DECD requires a comprehensive plan for many grant awards.   CDBG funds require a Comprehensive Plan.  The State has found our 1999 Comprehensive Plan consistant with the Growth Management Act.  This plan will only be valid for 12 years, which will expire December 2012.  One recommendation would be to involve the Planning Board and the Selectmen when creating the Plan. Utilizing the 1999 plan and updating the data was discussed.  KVCOG offered assistance in updating the plan.  
2. Continued discussion of COPS Hiring Grant.  Town Manager got a legal opinion on whether the Selectmen can reject the grant as approved by Town Meeting.  MMA staff attorneys don’t believe the Town can do this.  Attorney Corson’s office thought we could.  Town Manager wants clarification from Attorney Corson as to why.  Item tabled until the next meeting to allow for a written legal opinion from MMA and Neil Corson.  Town has until October 5th to accept or reject the grant.
3. Discuss proposal for Old Jr. High School property.  Town Manager sent the Board Dirigo Engineerings proposal, total not to exceed $24,000.  TIF funds could be used for this.  Selectman Elias made a motion to hire Dirigo Engineering spending up to $24,000.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Selectman Fortin would like option to accept or reject any/all bids.  Motion carried, four in favor, one opposed – Selectman Ducharme. 
4. Discuss proposed meeting calendar for Board of Selectmen’s 2012/2013 fiscal year.  Selectman Veneziano suggested omiting November 13 and moving the November 26th meeting to East Madison.
5. Discuss Quitclaim Deed for Yvonne Wildes, 51 John Street.  All taxes have been paid.  Selectman Elias made a motion to approve.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Motion carried.
6. Discuss appointment of an alternate member to the Planning Board.  Mark Doty is interested in serving on the Planning Board.  He’s been a resident since 2007.  Selectman Elias made a motion to appoint Mark Doty to the Planning Board.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Motion carried.  
7. Discuss VISA credit cards for Town Office.  Town Manager would like to have two credit cards, one for the Town Manager and the other for the Executive Secretary.  Selectman Bristow made a motion to approve credit card issuance to Dana Berry and Nancy Gove.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  Motion carried.
8. Discuss carryover of expenses.  Parks and Recreation has a carry over in the amount of $2,000 for score boards.  Bruce Gilbert Memorial fund to the rec department needs to be carried forward.   $24,000 for sidewalk repair has been carried forward.  Watershed goes back a number of years for use around lake.  Administrative computer for a ballot tabulation machine.  Public Works for the purchase of a loader.  Road Surface management for White Schoolhouse Road.  General Code Book for updating the code book.  Tax mapping and assessing for updating tax maps.  Forrest Hills Cemetery for repair and maintenance.  Channel 11 excess franchise fees.  The total is $288,000.  Selectman Fortin made a motion to accept these accounts is carryover expenses.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Motion carried.  
9. Discuss Tax Acquired property.  Town Manager Berry updated the Board on tax acquired, he had a realtor visit some properties:  4+ acres on Route 201 was appraised with a suggested starting price of $20,000, Spruce Street is in bankruptcy – Michias Savings Bank should be paid off this week, Gray Street has a suggested minimum bid of $4,000; 1401 East Madison Road with 1 acre, 991 Lakewood Road has a suggested minimum bid of $25,000 – this one is in Bankruptcy Court as well (split 50/50 after expense); 84-86 Pine Street has a minimum bid of $10,900 and on Glendale Street, the minimum bid would be what is owed on it.  Public auction by auctioneer or by Neil Corson.  Selectman Elias made a motion to have Neil Corson do the auction.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Selectman Ducharme suggested the Town Manager contact Adrian Harris.  Neil Corson charges by the hour. Adrian Harris would collect his fee (a percentage of the bid price) from the buyer.  He will do all the advertising, viewing of properties, etc.  No warranty deed would be given to the buyer.  Motion failed, one in favor, three opposed, one abstained.  The Board agreed to leave it to the Town Manager’s best judgement.    
10. Tim Curtis, consultant for economic development, presented the Board with proposed TIF initiatives.    
11. Continued discussion of economic development goals as time permits.  Selectman Fortin thought the Board should schedule an additional meeting to discuss prioritized goals. Task is to compile a list to be scored by order of priority by Selectmen and Town Manager.  Separate working meetings will be scheduled. 
H. Selectmen’s Concerns.  Selectman Elias had none.  Selectman Fortin asked if there has been any information on the Weston Avenue School and house.  Town Manager has no new information.  Burned out buildings – Ward and Main Street.  Town Manager said Robert Hagopian now owns the Main Street property.  He plans to get it cleaned up and put up a building.  Ward Building, the end of this week, his 30-days is up; he has an engineer and an architect working on that project.  Selectman Bristow had no concerns.  Selectman Ducharme asked if we’ve done anything with the jake brake signs.  Town Manager Berry said that the State says that they will not do anything and are concerned about the safety.  If the Town wants to accept the safety responsibility, then they will assist us with where to place them.  Potential locations are Route 148, Ward Hill, Route 43.  Town Manager suggested posted warning signs.  Can we investigate in digital recorders?  Town Manager will look into it.  Selectman Veneziano asked if there is a rule on removing signs from utility poles?  Town Manager to check with Madison Electric. 
I. Adjournment.  Selectman Ducharme made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Elias seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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