TOWN OF MADISON - PUBLIC NOTICE

The Inhabitants of the Town of Madison are hereby notified of a public meeting,

 The time, place and purpose of which are as follows:

MINUTES
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

OLD POINT AVENUE FACILITY, 108 OLD POINT AVENUE, MADISON
Monday, October 22, 2012
6:30 p.m.

A. Salute to the flag.  Done.
B. Roll Call.  Present were Albert Veneziano, George Elias, Bruce Bristow, Jack Ducharme and Paul Fortin.
C. Consent Agenda.

1. Warrants dated:  #23 (10/02/12), #24 (10/05/12), #25 (10/09/2012) and #26 (10/16/12).  Selectman Elias made a motion to approve the warrants.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  Motion carried.

D. Discuss acceptance of meeting minutes of October 9, 2012 and October 16, 2012.  Selectman Bristow made a motion to accept.  Selectman Fortin seconded.  Motion carried.
E. Old business (Selectmen’s Concerns from immediately preceding meeting).  None.
F. Items of Communication.

1. Open house on public auction will be October 24th at Old Point Avenue at 6 p.m.  

2. Town Manager Berry met with Somerset County’s IT Department to see if there’s any interest to provide IT services to the Town.  The County may be able to provide support without any additional cost to the Town.

3. Somerset Woods were given a piece of property on River Road by Lloyds pit which would provide great access to the river  They are going to open it up for kayakers and canoes to get off the river there.  
4. MSAD 59 has agreed to plow the parking lot and we’ve agreed remove the snow banks.  The SAD has also agreed to deed the small house on Weston Avenue over to the Town.  Town Manager Berry will draft an agreement on what each party is going to do and also address future maintenance and get it back to the Board within the next few weeks.

5. The Town is working with DECD on approval of the project outside the current TIF District; we expect to receive approval by the end of the month.  Dirigo Engineering is working on some plans and some refinements.
6. Town Manager and Board to meet November 8th at 3:30 p.m. on the Police contract.
G. New Business.

1. Introduction and presentation by Maine Natural Gas.  Three guests representing Maine Natural Gas were present:  Mark Bowdoin, Thorne Dickinson and David Allen.  They gave an overview about their company, their current activities in Maine and about their future in natural gas.  They are a global company with global resources.  They have specific authority to serve many locations in Maine with no additional PUC approval – more specifically, they are Waterville, Fairfield, Augusta, Hallowell, Farmingdale and Gardiner.  In addition, they say they have an unconditional general authority such that they can construct pipelines and sell natural gas anywhere natural gas is not being supplied by another natural gas facility.  Current plans include serving the Augusta area.  Engineering has been completed, necessary permits were acquired, and customer recruitment is underway. Looking into the future, they plan on serving the Kennebec Valley area - north of Augusta.  Engineering work is complete in Waterville, Winslow and Fairfield.  They have done preliminary engineering in Skowhegan and Madison.  Estimated timeline to build east and west of Augusta would be 2013.  Tariff rates were discussed.  They expect to provide gas to over 1,000 Madison customers. 
2. Discussion of Comprehensive Plan proposal.  Tim Curtis passed out a proposal for developing a Comprehensive Plan of which public input is an essential part.  Tim would help facilitate a series of public meetings.  Each one of those meetings would cover the ten staples of the Comprehensive Plan.  The goals and concerns of the Selectmen would be incorporated into one of the first public discussions.  Part II of the proposal addressed funding.  Tim plans to create a core group to guide the project.  This core group will comprise of 7 members, including a Town official, a member of MSAD #59, a planning board member, a member of the church group, business leaders, etc.  Selectman Fortin suggested that costs be given consideration when developing the plan.  Selectman Elias made a motion to move forward with the Comprehensive Plan.  Selectman Fortin seconded.  Selectman Ducharme mentioned use of TIF money and developing a plan to structure the use of TIF money.  Motion carried.  
3. Discuss property clean up on Main Street.  The Town applied for a $300,000 Economic Development grant last year but did not receive funding.  That proposal identified 25 different projects on Main Street.  Tim Curtis would like to use TIF funds to potentially help these businesses.  In lieu of the grant, this proposal would be a matching funds grant from the TIF money that would be given to any business that, on their own, improved their building.  Tim asked for $50,000year from TIF funds for three years.  This would be a reimbursement program to be paid once the project was completed.  Mr. Curtis will come back to the Board with a plan.
4. Appointment to Recreation Committee.  Kelley Whalen has resigned.  Aimee Campbell has expressed interest in serving on the Recreation Committee.  Selectman Elias made a motion to appoint Aimee Campbell to the Recreation Committee.  Selectman Ducharme seconded.  This appointment will expire in June 2014.  Motion carried.
5. Executive session to discuss labor negotiations pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (D).  Selectman Bristow made a motion to go into executive session.  Selectman Elias seconded.  The Board went into executive session at 7:58 p.m.  The Board came out of executive session at 8:32 p.m.
.
H. Selectmen’s Concerns.  Selectman Elias had none.  Selectman Fortin asked if Maine Natural Gas’s prices have any validity.  Selectman Bristow had no concerns.  Selectman Ducharme had no concerns.  Selectman Veneziano asked if Highway will be picking up leaves.  Town Manager confirmed that Highway is now picking up leaves on both sides of Town.  
I. Citizen’s Concerns.  Mr Denico mentioned reducing the speed where Blackwell Hill Road crosses Route 148.  Another location would be Route 43 by Norman Dean’s – cattle crossing.  Town Manager Berry will go back to DOT.
J. Adjournment.  Selectman Elias made a motion to adjourn.  Selectman Bristow seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.
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